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Or it may have been that the people considered the
sacrifice of valued possessions fully as efficacious as
the sacrifice of human beings or animals. No doubt
food was also sacrificed at the same time, for sea-
shells, fish and animal bones are abundant among the
broken pottery* As the temple or ceremonial place
was unquestionably used for many centuries it is not
surprising that such vast masses of the sacrificed pot-
tery should have accumulated about the sacred idols
and columns,
As to the personal appearance of these unknown
people, we can scarcely do more than guess, although,
judging from the fidelity with which they depicted
other forms, we have no reason to think that their
drawings and sculptures of human beings were not
fully as accurate* If -such were the case, then we can
easily picture their physical appearance. Judged
from, this standpoint, they were tall, well formed,
muscular. Their heads were of the round type, rather
broad, with artificially flattened craniums in some
cases, and with features that are unlike those
of any known American race. Nowhere do we find
the heavy beak-like nose of the Aztec and Mayan
carvings. Nowhere are there the strongly aquiline
noses of the Incan and pre-Incan races. Nowhere the
oblique eyes of the Mongolian* The nose depicted is
always well bridged, straight or slightly aquiline, and
the nostrils are narrow. The eyes are full and
straight, the lips rather full and thick, the chin is re-
ceding, and the eyes are set far apart. Whether
they were light- or dark-skinned we cannot say, but
we may feel sure that they wore their hair long,
braided or twisted into a sort of queue at the back*